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Letter from the Editor
By: Karlene Singh, Consolidated Water Co. Ltd.
CaribDA welcomes you to its July edition of the
newsletter. We recently successfully held our
“Reverse Osmosis/Membrane Water Treatment”
Workshop in Punta Cana, Dominican Republic,
with the participation of fifty attendees. We are
also very much looking forward to our
Pre-Conference Seminar at the upcoming
Caribbean Water and Waste Water Conference &
Exhibition, to be held in October in Georgetown,
Guyana. The Call for Abstracts for our 2018
Biennial Conference & Exposition in Curaçao has
been issued.
The Humanitarian Committee successfully wrapped
up its Haiti Drive earlier this year, raising a total of
US$7,075! One hundred percent of your donations
went directly to purchasing 272 Sawyer Units and
two five gallon buckets for schools and the hardest
hit areas of the country. We sincerely thank you

for your generous support! Inside we have
messages from our volunteers about their
experience in Haiti.
The Young Leader’s Program is continuing to
develop plans to launch its internship and
mentoring programs. Take a look inside to see our
upcoming events near you.
With our membership numbers on the rise, we
continue to look for ways to enhance our service
to you, the desalination and water reuse industry.
Please visit our newly revamped website
www.caribda.com to see what’s new and for
information on how you can be a part of our
mission.
As we enter Hurricane Season, let’s stay safe and
dry and have a happy summer!

Nominations/Elections
By: John D. Thompson, Desalination Company of Trinidad & Tobago Ltd.
Members who are interested in serving on the board of directors of CaribDA should write to
john.thompson@desalcott.com with a copy to admin@CaribDA.com confirming their willingness to stand
for election. It will be necessary for “Willingness to Serve” forms to be completed and the process of
confirming those interested is due to be completed by 31st December 2017 ready for a nomination slate
to be prepared and voting to subsequently occur during the first half of 2018. Note that in addition to
willingness to stand for directorship, members are also encouraged to offer their willingness to serve as
committee members on CaribDA’s various committees – details of which are available on the
CaribDA.com website.
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Thank You for Your Support
By: Shawn Meyer-Steele, H2OProfessionals
On behalf of the CaribDA Humanitarian Committee, we would like to extend our sincere
gratitude for your generous support in the effort to provide safe drinking water to people in the
hardest hit area of Haiti in the aftermath of Hurricane Matthew. Together we raised a total of
(US $7,075) for the Haiti Effort through the Pan American Development Fund (PADF) donation
portal and 100% of the funds raised went directly to purchase 272 kits (Sawyer Units and Two 5
gal buckets). These kits have been distributed by PADF outreach personnel to 75 schools (that
serve over 14,000 children and their families) in the hardest hit areas of Haiti at PADF’s own cost.
Those responsible in the schools were trained in the safe operation and maintenance of the kits to
ensure maximum use and long life for the kits.
CaribDA HC volunteers traveled to Haiti in January and met with the PADF Haitian Country
leader and some other 20 staff and had a half day of training their community representatives
(engineers, scientists, social workers, etc.) that work in the various parts of the country where
they have active programs with a focus on teams that work in the hard hit southern region. We
went over proper use, maintenance and care of the Sawyer units. The PADF team were very
keen on the huge potential impact the Sawyer units will have on the folks most effected by
Matthew both in terms of reducing mortality and sickness and the potential financial impact as
many of the base-line Haitian population spend an average on 30% of their income on drinking
water. Most of the springs, public water distribution services, etc. that folks in the rural south
depend on are unfit to drink. Even the more fortunate that have homes and cisterns purchase
drinking water which sells at a premium.
Over the last 6 years cholera in Haiti has afflicted nearly
800,000 people and has claimed the lives of over 6,000.
Hurricane Matthew has contributed to the devastation.
Please remember, since PADF is a registered 501(c)(3),
donations made through their portal are tax
deductible.
Thank you again for your generosity and for helping our
neighbors in Haiti.

Shawn Meyer-Steele
CaribDA Humanitarian Committee Chair

Special Thank you
to all of the Contributors!
For future update please visit us on the CaribDA website at: https://www.caribda.com/caribda-humanitarian-committee-haiti-donation-drive
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Firsthand Visiting in Haiti
By: Shawn Meyer-Steele, H2OProfessionals
Visiting some of the neighborhoods in Haiti with the PADF team, including their country
head and some of the outreach team, it is incredible to see how difficult it is for the
average Haitian to access safe and for that matter any water. Most homes don’t have
running water and many people live in make-shift shelters with no utilities. People line up
in the cities at distribution points at specific times of the day to receive a few buckets of
water, which is not potable but for use in washing, cleaning, etc. Purified drinking water is
purchased in small plastic bags called “children’s water” because adults will take chances
drinking the non-potable water treated with chlorine tabs but try to give children water
that will not make them sick whenever they can. I was told
that the poorer in Haiti can spend upwards of 30% of their
income on water. The children and their families that will
have safe water from the Sawyer Units will see an immediate
benefit to their health and the financial situation of the
families. It’s a very big deal for those folks.

Interested in being a part of the CaribDA
Humanitarian Committee?
Contact Shawn Meyer-Steele at:
smsteele@h2oprofessionals.com

Firsthand Visiting in Haiti
By: Catherine Wilson, Seven Seas Water (USVI)
In looking back on the trip, what stands out most for me is the quality of the organization we
partnered with, Pan American Development Fund (PADF). Humanitarian and development
work can often do more harm than good, and it became evident to me right away that PADF
knew how to effectively manage a variety of projects and ensure a positive and lasting impact.
Their staff are almost all local, and they use a participatory approach in everything they do.
They follow projects through to completion, and we saw this first hand when we received the
news that the 272 Sawyer units CaribDA donated had been deployed to 71 schools throughout
Haiti, ultimately providing clean water to 13,500 people! https://www.padf.org/news/2017/5/15/
padf-brings-clean-water-to-13500-haitians-after-hurricane-matthew. Shawn Meyer-Steele and I
had the responsibility of training the PADF “trainers” at the PADF headquarters in
Port-au-Prince, and these trainers then went on to train the end users in the 71 schools throughout the more vulnerable parts of Haiti.
The statistics in Haiti are staggering. No one has running water. Half the population needs to walk more than 30 minutes to get any water at all.
The average family spends a third of their income on water. Meanwhile the Sawyer Unit technology is advanced but very simple to use. One unit
can purify enough water for 200 families in Haiti. The attendees of the training were blown away at the technology, and they all expressed
interest in purchasing units with their own funds for their own friends and family. Donating these units was
really a fabulous project, simple yet effective. I really credit Shawn and the other CaribDA members that got
us in touch with PADF and introduced us to the Sawyer Unit technology. I was so blessed to be a part of this
trip, and I am grateful for the positive impact it has had on thousands of Haitians. A million thank yous to all
the generous donors out there; it was definitely money well spent!
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Punta Cana Dominican Republic RO Workshop Highlights - May 25-26, 2017
By: Jerry J. Matteo, Water Tech Sales and Consulting, Inc.
Thank you attendees, exhibitors, sponsors, presenters, and 26 new
CaribDA members for your time, interest, support, and invaluable
contributions at our most recent CaribDA RO Workshop, May 25
and 26 in beautiful Punta Cana, Dominican Republic.
We are pleased to report 50 utility, industrial, and supplier
attendees participated in technology exchange from 12 different
countries, including Dominican Republic, Puerto Rico, Antigua,
Trinidad and Tobago, Jamaica, Grenada, Mexico, Curacao, St. Lucia,
St. Vincent and the Grenadines, Colombia, and USA.
Attendees were able to dig deeper into available products and
services thanks to our 6 important exhibitors:







American Water Chemicals, Inc.
Avista Technologies, Inc.
Danfoss High Pressure Pumps RO
LG Water Solutions
Professional Water Technologies (PWT)
Water Tech Sales and Consulting, Inc.

Valuable additional Workshop support was also provided by our 4 sponsors:
American Water Chemicals, Avista Technologies, Professional Water
Technologies, and Italmatch Chemicals.
Special thanks to our Workshop presenters, Jerry J. Matteo, Water Tech Sales
and Consulting, Inc., Ulises Sanchez, Delfin Technologies SA de CV, Jorge
Valdivia, Avista Technologies, Inc., Jonathan Ruiz, Cormidom, Jess Salvador,
LG Water Solutions, Richard Gaviria, LG Water Solutions, and Erik Tynes,
Energy Recovery, Inc. Presentations were interesting and informative, with
positive feedback from attendees.

Register Now
Half-Day CaribDA Pre-Conference Workshop
“Renewable Energy Desalination and Reduced Energy Tunable Deionization”
16 October 2017 CWWA Conference, Georgetown, Guyana
For more information and registration please click here to visit us on the CaribDA Website.
We look forward to seeing you there!

SPONSOR OPPPORTUNITIES
Please contact us at jjmatteo@watertechgroup.com, Lauren Thomas lthomas@7seaswater.com, or
CaribDA custsrv@caribda.com for additional information.

Online Registration Form
Click image to view PDF and/or click button
for online form
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CaribDA’S Conference 2018, Curaçao Part -III
By: Conference Chair 2018, Mr. Manuel Pereira, Aqualectra Production/Curaçao Power & Water Co.
(part one included within the Oct. 2016 edition and part two included within the Jan. 2017 edition)
As the Conference Chair 2018, I am happy to welcome you again to the 2018 Biennial Conference to be held in Curaçao.
As informed in the last edition of January, the contract has been signed with Santa Barbara Beach & Golf Resort Curaçao and as usual,
special CaribDA Group Rates have been negotiated. Don’t hesitate, the Conference & Exposition is just over one (1) year, Keep Calm
and Just Register!
As a loyal CaribDA member, you have received the “Call for Abstracts” and the “Call for Abstracts - Student Session”. Deadline for
submission of abstracts is 30th November 2017.
Sponsorship and exhibiting opportunities are available for the CaribDA 2018 Conference in Curaçao on the CaribDA website at:
CaribDA 2018 Biennial Conference & Exposition, Curacao, 29th May – 1st June 2018
Important links: www.Curacao.com
Santa Barbara Beach & Golf Resort, Curaçao
CaribDA 2018 Biennial Conference & Exposition, Curacao, 29th May – 1st June 2018
Curaçao 360 Virtual Tour

Save the Date, 29th May - 1st June 2018
“Bon Bini to Curaçao ”
CaribDA would like to introduce the newly designed mobile friendly website,
come check it out at: www.caribda.com or click the image below

CaribDA Call for Abstracts - 2018 Biennial Conference & Expo.
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Call for Abstracts
Presentations and Student Session

Call for Abstracts
Presentations

Deadline for submission of abstracts is 30th November 2017

SUBMISSION OF ABSTRACTS
Call for Abstracts: CaribDA will coordinate a three-day program of technical
presentations and posters. We invite you to submit abstracts on the subjects of
desalination and waste water reuse and related topics listed below (please use these
reference numbers in your submittal):

1. Technology & Innovations

5. Seawater RO Applications

2. Planning & Management

6. Desalination using Green Energy

3. Finance & Economics
4. Regulations & the Environment

7. Thermal Desalination
8. Other

All abstracts must be submitted using the Required Abstract Submission Form / Required
Student Abstract Submission Form found at www.caribda.com or click image to the right.
Page 1 (Submittal & Contact Information):
 Applicable Session(s) (listed on Page 2 of the Call for Presentation - please reference
a Primary Session or, if applicable, an Alternate Session as well)
 Title of Presentation
 Primary Author: salutation, first name, middle initial, last name, suffix, job title,
company, mailing address, phone, cell, fax, email and website
 Biography of Primary Author to be included (brief one paragraph)
 Co-Author(s): include all information listed above for each Co-Author

Online Presentation
Abstract Form
Click image to view PDF and/or
click button for online form

Call for Abstracts
Student Session

 Presenter’s name (only one Presentation will be allowed for a Presenter)
 Contact person, title, phone, and email
 Disclosure if subject matter previously presented or published (when and where)
Page 2 (Abstract of Presentation):
Abstracts should be a full page, single-spaced, approximately 200-500 words in
length and provide an overview of the paper and its relevance to the theme of the
Conference.
Submit to:
Abstracts must be submitted in the Required Abstract Submission Form to
CaribDA via email at custsrv@caribda.com
If the file is too large to send via email, by the deadline send to the Hightail address:
click here.

Questions and Submittal processed by:
Caribbean Desalination Association (CaribDA)
2409 SE Dixie Hwy. | Stuart, FL 34996
772-781-8507 l 772-463-0860 (Fax) | custsrv@caribda.com | ww.caribda.com

Online Student Session
Abstract Form
Click image to view PDF and/or
click button for online form
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Santa Barbara Desalination Ocean Intake Pipeline
In 2015, Santa Barbara’s City Council
unanimously voted to reactivate the Charles
E. Meyer Desalination Facility to provide relief
from the severe drought conditions in
California.
After an investigation, they
discovered an eight foot section of the
36-inch subsea intake line was missing. It was
removed in 1992 when the plant was placed
in standby mode after abundant rainfall was
adequate to meet the state’s fresh water
needs.
With the intake pipe in need of repair before
it could be brought back online, the city
contracted Carollo Engineers and Kiewit
Infrastructure to replace the eight foot
section of pipe that set 70 feet underwater.
Carollo and Kiewit first considered running an
unrestrained flex coupling, which would
require anchoring it to the ocean floor to
restrain the pulling forces created by the 80
pounds per square inch (PSI) underwater
pumps. However, they decided against this
for two reasons – it was an environmentally
sensitive area, and concrete thrust blocks
would need to be poured underwater, adding
several additional weeks to the already tight
schedule.
The clock was ticking as the team had just six
weeks to find a solution.
Until then, not many engineers had used a
grooved high density-polyethylene (HDPE)

pipe for abrasive intakes, especially at
desalination plants. Victaulic presented a new
and unique HDPE solution, the Style 908
coupling.
This particular coupling was
specifically designed to quickly join HDPE pipe
and eliminate the need for fusing, making it
the ideal solution to perform in the tough,
underwater environment. Victaulic joined the
team and immediately began brainstorming
solutions for installation.
To complete the entire installation
underwater, Victaulic needed to repurpose its
cut grooving (CG) tool so it could groove the
pipe ends after being submerged. Traditional
Victaulic CG tools require electricity and
electric motors to run, posing a significant
challenge for the team since their target was
70 feet underwater. Victaulic retrofitted a
CG3500 tool to run on a hydraulic motor
with a hydraulic power unit being located on
top of the barge, making it the preferred
choice to cut and groove the subsea pipes.
Once they knew the CG3500 would operate
and function properly underwater, Victaulic
made additional enhancements to protect the
tool from corrosive saltwater before
commissioning it to complete the task.

extremely difficult. The self-aligning Style 908
coupling provided a quick and unique solution
to this issue, allowing a diver to insert the two
ends into the coupling and have confidence
that the pipe was properly installed. These
currents also posed a threat to the stability of
the installed pipeline. To ensure the pipe
would remain intact, without the need for
maintenance, Victaulic assembled the
couplings with super duplex internal stiffeners
providing the necessary cathodic protection.
In the final stages of planning and
development, Victaulic and Carollo had to be
sure the equipment would maintain its
strength and durability after being exposed to
corrosive seawater. To ensure the Style 908
coupling could withstand 100 years of
underwater service life, the decision was
made to apply Fusion Bonded Epoxy to the
coupling housing along with adding 50-pound
Zinc anodes to the housing bodies, which will
eliminating the risk of coupling corrosion.
After several days of training and preparations
aboard the barge, it was time for action. One
diver accompanied the CG3500 from the
barge to the ocean floor. The pipe was cut
and grooved successfully in 90 short minutes.

The next hurdle was the strong ocean
currents. With currents pulling the
pipe ends in different directions,
Carollo and Kiewit knew aligning the
pipe ends for installation would be

The couplings were installed within 30
minutes, with a total installation time of two
hours. Victaulic rose to the challenge, and
proved that a HDPE pipeline can be fully
prepped and installed in subsea environments.
The job was complete and in November 2016,
the Charles E. Meyer Desalination Facility
entered its two month testing phase before it
begins supplying water in early 2017.
According to the city of Santa Barbara, the
facility will produce nearly three million
gallons per day, or 30 percent of the city’s
demand.
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YLP Upcoming Events - SAVE THE DATE!
University College of the Cayman Islands
STEM Carib Conference 2017
The University College of the Cayman Islands (UCCI), Grand Cayman,
Cayman Islands, is hosting its annual STEM Carib Conference October 1013, 2017. This year they will be teaming up with Harrisburg University,
one of the leading STEM Universities in the USA, to make this the best
Conference to date. CaribDA’s YLP co-chair, Karlene Singh, will be giving
a presentation on the history and current status of desalination
internationally and in the Cayman Islands, as well as Grand Cayman’s role
in the development of the industry’s first energy recovery device. Please
stop by our exhibit booth (sponsored by Consolidated Water Company)
for further information on our activities and to learn more about
desalination.

International Desalination Association’s (IDA)
World Congress 2017
SAVE THE DATE!
The Caribbean Desalination Association’s Young Leaders’ Program
(CaribDA YLP) will be present at the IDA’s 2017 World Congress,
“Ensure Your Water Future” which will be held at the São Paulo World
Trade Centre, Brazil from October 15th to 20th, 2017. Presenters are
expected from 40 countries worldwide and attendees are in for an
unprecedented opportunity to network, learn and share knowledge and
opportunities with hundreds of attendees. Sessions will address a wide
range of areas inclusive of regional success stories, industrial applications
and technological advancements, governance, policy development and
challenges in the industry. The committee chairs warmly invite all
attendees to spend some time at the YLP booth, learning more about the
exciting opportunities that CaribDA YLP offers to young professionals and
students, and to network with some of the Directors of CaribDA. While
there, don’t forget to take a picture with us and get the chance to win
great prizes! For further information, do not hesitate to contact us.

Contact us
Staying connected with the
CaribDA YLP is easy as we are active
on various social media platforms.
Find us via our Facebook page entitled
“Caribbean Desalination Association
YLP Group” and follow us on
Instagram “CaribDA Young Leaders
Program”. Persons interested in
becoming members of the YLP are
encourage to contact the co-chairs
Monica Boodhan
(monicaboodhan@gmail.com) and
Karlene Singh (ksingh@cwco.com).

We want to hear from you!
Are you currently working on an
exciting project and would like to
share your findings/experiences with
colleagues in your area of
specialization? Then we invite you to
submit a 250 word summary of your
work accompanied with pictures as
applicable for a chance to be featured
in our “YLP Spotlight”. Entries should
be sent to the YLP co-chairs Monica
Boodhan and Karlene Singh.

Click image
to view brochure

Welcome to the CaribDA YLP!
New Members Since Last Newsletter
Lorenzo Graham, The University of the West Indies

CaribDA Supporting New Chair at the University of Curaçao (UoC)
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The new UNESCO Chair “Sustainable Water Technology and
Management” at the University of Curacao Dr. Moises da Costa Gomez
By: Manuel Pereira, Aqualectra Production/Curaçao Power & Water Co.
On November 17th 2016, the UNESCO Chair “Sustainable Water
Technology and Management” was inaugurated with the ceremonial
inauguration lecture of Prof. Dr. Ir. Filomeno A. (Boey) Marchena
titled:
“Sustainable Water Cycle Management, Assurance for Water and
Food Security: Appropriate Technology and Innovation”
For this special occasion in
c o l la b o r a t io n w i th th e
Caribbean Desalination
Association (CaribDA) and the
Bedrijven Platform Milieu (BPM),
the council for sustainable
development in Curacao,
respectively two workshops
regarding seawater desalination
and wastewater treatment and
reuse were successfully
Prof. Dr. Ir. Filomeno (Boey) Marchena
organized preceding the
during his Ceremonial Lecture
UNESCO Chair’s inauguration
at the BPM’s Wastewater Conference.
The mere importance for the Caribbean Region of the UNESCO Chair
and organizations such as CaribDA and the BPM is well stated in the
inaugural lecture. The Dutch Caribbean Islands, like all Small Islands
Developing States (SIDS) are very vulnerable for climate change.
Because of less availability of land surface areas the retention capacity
of surface water is small and the groundwater very brackish due to
seawater infiltration. Furthermore, climate variability with long period
of draught interspersed with heavy rainfall may cause aridity, land
erosion, inundation and coastal seawater pollution.
With the establishment of the Oil refineries, especially in Aruba and
Curacao, and the enormous growth of the tourism industries in the
1950s, seawater desalination became the core of the water
cycle. Because of no fresh water resources on our Islands, seawater
desalination was since then the only resource for the increasing need
for drinking water.
Former farmers and fishermen living in harmony with the environment
became industry and business people. Groundwater, surface water and
coastal seawater that they used to protect so dearly for their water
and food security fell into oblivion; after all seawater desalination is

now the core of their water cycle.
Seawater desalination was so important for us that through gained
practical knowledge throughout our desalination activities we have
contributed enormously to the current state of the desalination
technology. It is worth mentioning that the first effective scale
inhibitors ever was developed by the WEIR Inc. in the 1950s in
Curacao and Aruba inducing stable desalination operation worldwide.
However, we were not at all aware, particularly in the early
desalination years, that seawater desalination may have a negative
impact on the environment and especially on the marine ecosystem.
The last decennia we are
convinced of the increasing
environmental pollution and
the need to assure an
optimal water supply to
guarantee food security
especially for our semi-arid
Islands.
Due to the still high cost of
seawater desalination despite
“Ceremonial Crew” leaving the ceremonial
many innovations, we are
celebration
forced to consider the whole
water cycle including reuse of treated waste water next to rainwater
harvesting to ensure a sustainable society. In this context, the
UNESCO Chair in the faculty of Technical Sciences is of utmost
importance not only for Curacao but for the whole Caribbean Region
and Latin America. We are very proud with our UNESCO Chair and
our academic education and research program will be based on the
development of a sustainable water cycle with special attention on
appropriate technologies and innovations for water production,
wastewater treatment, rainwater harvesting and sustainable agriculture
to emphasis the added value of the UNESCO Chair for the
Community.
Our students will be motivated and encouraged to develop innovative
appropriate sustainable water technologies to be implemented with
primary and secondary school students and farmers.
With the foundation GreenKidz of Curacao we are in the process to
develop education programs regarding the whole water cycle for our
youngest future water leaders at preprimary, primary and secondary
school in support of the UNESCO’s Water Education for Teachers
(WET) program. Additionally we surely welcome the opportunity to
promote and support the CaribDA’s Young Leader Program.
We would like to put all our
effort and scientific
desalination knowledge and
passion in collaboration with
organizations such as CaribDA
to make our UNESCO Chair a
“Center of Excellence for
Sustainable
Water
Technology”.

Rector, Dean, related Professors and Prof. Dr. Ir. Filomeno (Boey) Marchena

Prof. Dr. Ir. Filomeno (Boey) Marchena
and CaribDA Vice President Mr. Manuel
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By: Lauren Thomas, Seven Seas Water Corporation
Caribbean Island of Eleuthera to Increase Supply of
Drinking Water with GE's Desalination Technology
June 6, 2017
 GE to Build New Plant for Water and Sewerage Corporation

Bahamas
 New Desalination Plant Will Provide 600,000 Imperial Gallons per
Day of Clean Water
TREVOSE, PA.—June 6, 2017—Despite being surrounded by water in
the Atlantic Ocean, the Caribbean island of Eleuthera has experienced
challenges with the supply of fresh, potable water. To help improve
water quality and reliability of potable water, GE is providing Water
and Sewerage Corporation Bahamas with a seawater reverse osmosis
(SWRO) desalination plant.
Under the terms of the 15-year outsourcing service agreement, GE
Water & Process Technologies will build, own and operate (BOO) a
SWRO desalination plant that will supply North Eleuthera with
600,000 imperial gallons per day of clean drinking water. The new
facility will be GE’s fourth BOO desalination plant on the island, which
is located about 80 kilometers east of Nassau in the Bahamas.
“We are committed to providing a reliable, accessible, affordable and
safe water supply to all Bahamians. This latest seawater desalination
plant in Eleuthera, the fourth by GE on the island, will bring much
needed freshwater to our residents,” said Cyprian Gibson, assistant
general manager—Family Islands, Water and Sewerage Corporation
Bahamas.
The new plant is expected to begin commercial operation in the first
quarter of 2018. It is located in North Eleuthera and will serve
approximately 7,500 residents.
“GE's build, own, operate water treatment solutions provide fresh,
potable water with little to no capital expenditure for our customers.
We handle the entire process from equipment installation to startup
to operations as well as maintenance, repair and troubleshooting,” said
Kevin Cassidy, global leader, engineered systems—GE Water &
Process Technologies. “GE's outsourcing capabilities are ideal for
islands that need seawater desalination for freshwater, and we have
worked extensively with Water and Sewerage Corporation Bahamas
on many projects to successfully bring clean water to Eleuthera.”
About Water & Process Technologies
With operations in 130 countries and employing over 7,500 people
worldwide, GE Water & Process Technologies applies its innovations,
expertise and global capabilities to solve customers’ toughest water
and process challenges. It offers a comprehensive set of chemical and
equipment solutions, as well as predictive analytics, to enhance water,
wastewater and process productivity. Water & Process Technologies
strives to enable customers to meet increasing demands for clean
water, overcome scarcity challenges, strengthen environmental
stewardship and comply with regulatory requirements.

About GE
GE (NYSE: GE) is the world’s Digital Industrial Company, transforming
industry with software-defined machines and solutions that
are connected, responsive and predictive. GE is organized around a
global exchange of knowledge, the "GE Store," through which each
business shares and accesses the same technology, markets, structure
and intellect. Each invention further fuels innovation and application
across our industrial sectors. With people, services, technology and
scale, GE delivers better outcomes for customers by speaking the
language of industry. www.ge.com

California May Import Water from Mexico
Desalination Plant
SOURCE: http://www.breitbart.com
The U.S. State Department has approved a cross-border pipe that
would carry water from a desalination plant in Mexico into San Diego,
California’s Otay Water District. The Rosarito Desalination Plant is
proposed by NSC Agua, a partnership of American and Mexican
investors and a publicly-traded utility in the Cayman Islands,
Consolidated Water Co. Ltd.
“The Otay Mesa Conveyance and Disinfection System Project will be
the first cross-border project of its kind to import water to the U.S.
from Mexico,” according to the district’s website. The State
Department approved the permit for the water line on May 16. The
State Department permit covers the length of pipe from the border to
the district.
The District has applied to the California Water Resources Control
Board Division of Drinking Water for a permit that would ensure the
Mexican water pumped in “meets the same water quality drinking
standards as water from regional lakes, from the Claude ‘Bud’ Lewis
Carlsbad Desalination Plant, and from the City of San Diego’s Pure
Water Program.”
Otay Water District General Manager Mark Watton said, “Although
there are still several hurdles to overcome, receiving the presidential
permit for this project is a giant leap for the District and its customers
so we have more control over our local water supply.”
Watton has pointed out that there are electric lines, a gas pipeline and
an airport bridge that span the U.S. southern border, according to the
San Diego Union Tribune. He went on to call the installation of a
water line “only natural.” He also stated that that would make Otay
the first district in the U.S. to import water from Mexico.
Water from the proposed desalination plant in Mexico could provide
up to two-thirds of the water in the Otay District’s system by 2024,
according to the district. By that time, 10 to 30 percent of the 50
million gallons of water produced at the plant could flow to
California’s Otay District.
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By: Lauren Thomas, Seven Seas Water Corporation
International Seminar Of Reuse and Water
Desalination

roundtable discussions that will explore important topics in greater
depth.

The Latin American Association for Water Desalination and Reuse
(ALADYR) will hold the Aladyr International Seminar on Water Reuse
and Desalination in Peru, on August 15 and 16 at El Radisson Hotel,
located in the heart of the Miraflores Corridor of the city of Lima Peru. This seminar will focus on the conditioning and reuse of
industrial, municipal and mining water from the mining sector through
membrane technology, as well as seawater desalination. Each of the
editions of the Aladyr Seminar allows us to gather speakers,
corporations and diverse researchers whose experiences in the
industry allow us to continue growing and adding successes. Being the
objective to group the most important references in the matter, we
invite you to participate as an exhibitor or listener in our event,
offering you an opportunity to debate and transmit knowledge in
Spanish. Exhibitors can position and promote their company at an
international level by publicizing their products or services, generating
technical contact networks and establishing new commercial links with
a focused and interested public in our industry. To register and to
acquire more information about the program and sponsorships you
can access our page www.aladyr.net or write to us: info@aladyr.net,
dircom@aladyr.net

In all, approximately 350 abstracts representing 40 countries were
submitted for consideration in the Technical Program. Additional
presentations and panels will be offered in the Innovation Theater,
providing unprecedented opportunities for learning and information
exchange.

Invitation from IDA President Dr. Emilio Gabbrielli
It is with great pleasure that I invite you to
attend the 2017 IDA World Congress on
Water Reuse and Desalination, to be held
for the first time in Latin America, from
October 15-20, 2017 at the World Trade
Center in São Paulo, Brazil.
The need for a sustainable supply of clean, fresh water is among the
top issues facing the world’s growing population and economies, and
so the Congress theme, ‘Ensure Your Water Future,’ underscores the
importance of water reuse and desalination in solving the world’s
water challenges. The World Congress presents an unprecedented
opportunity for knowledge sharing, and it offers an ideal opportunity
for delegates from around the world to learn more about the myriad
opportunities that Brazil and the rest of Latin America offer.
Several technical sessions will be dedicated to regional success stories
that showcase how water reuse and desalination are helping in Latin
American countries to develop the main economic sectors. Other
sessions will address water policy, development, governance, finance
and market challenges; water reuse practices; desalination and water
reuse in industrial applications; emerging and advanced technologies;
desalination and renewable energy; and desalination and the
environment. In addition, IDA is organizing a series of panels and

As data from the IDA Yearbook have been showing for years, Latin
America, and in particular Brazil, has become one of the main users of
desalination and water reuse technology. The potential for an
increased use of these technologies is huge, and the interest is very
high.
Based on years of experience in seeing the positive impact of the IDA
World Congress in other parts of the world, we expect that this highly
anticipated event will once again serve as a catalyst for a wider and
appropriate use of these technologies in Brazil and the Latin American
region. This perspective, coupled with the strong support from Brazil
and the success of IDA’s conference on ‘Water Reuse and
Desalination for Latin American Development,’ which was held in Rio
de Janeiro in 2015, was the reason why IDA selected Brazil as the
location for the 2017 World Congress.
IDA is pleased to announce that several important Brazilian
organizations and regional institutions are strategic partners of the
Congress. They include Sabesp (the São Paulo water utility), ABAS
(Associação Brasiliera de Águas Subterrâneas) and IICA (Instituto
Interamericano de Cooperação para a Agricultura), ABES (the Brazilian
Association of Sanitary and Environmental Engineering), ABCON
(Public Water and Sewer Services), SINDCON (the National Union of
Private Concessionaires of Public Water and Sewer Services), CNI
(the Brazilian National Confederation of Industry), AIDIS (the
Interamerican Sanitary and Environmental Engineering Association),
ANEAS (the National Association of Water and Sanitation Utilities of
Mexico).
The Brazilian Federal Government is supporting the event mainly
through the Ministry of Environment and the National Water Agency,
ANA. In recognition of the increasing relevance of reuse and
desalination technologies, several international agencies also plan to
participate in the Congress. These include the World Bank, FAO,
UNESCO and others.
We invite you to take advantage of the robust Technical Program,
industry Exhibition, presentations in the IDA Innovation Theater,
several plant tours, additional learning opportunities with IDA
Academy courses, and abundant networking opportunities throughout
Congress week. Brazil is an exceptional destination any time, but never
more so than as the host country for the 2017 IDA World Congress. I
hope to see you there.
Dr. Emilio Gabbrielli
IDA President
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Welcome New Members!
By: David Maingot, PWT
Hello fellow CaribDA members, I hope the year has
started well for you and that you will be able to enjoy
some time off over the summer holiday period. I am
happy to report that our membership now stands at
287 with less than one year until our next conference
in May of 2018 in Curacao. I would like to welcome
the 26 new members we have added since the last
newsletter but our target is 300+ members by the
next conference. We are very close and I am looking
for help from the membership, either by joining the
membership committee, or by simply promoting the
organization as often as you can, especially amongst
the municipal entities in the various islands, the
industrial clients and the hotel industry. A strong
membership is important for the organization to be
successful and we all benefit from a wider reaching
membership. Please feel free to call (+310-283-7476)
or email (david.maingot@pwtchemicals.com) me with
any suggestions you may have regarding the growth of
our membership base. I am off to Trinidad and
Barbados for some R&R, enjoy your summer!

Antonio Acosta
Kingsley Alexander
Shameal Ali
Andrew Anderson
Victaulic
Vania Arias
Melvin Cruz
Giancarlo Di Vanna
Luis Carlos Flores Perez
Edward Fung
Mitco Water Laboratories, LTD
Brian Goddard

If interested, click image, complete form
and return to custsrv@caribda.com

Lorenzo Graham
The University of the West Indies
John Hall
American Water Chemicals, Inc.

Committee Member Interest Form

Hugh Henley

Bria-Symone Lewis
Water Tech Sales and Consulting, Inc.
Alejandro Licea
Richard Lopez
Dave Marquez
Alain Mokbel
Bob Oreskovich
American Water Chemicals, Inc.
Isidro Padilla Rodriguez
Juan Pablo Parra Panesso
Julio Pena Surun
Franklin Pimentel
Rob Pugh
Danfoss High Pressure Pumps RO
Humberto Reginato
Jonathan Ruiz Lizardo

Stuart Johnson
Mitco Water Laboratories, LTD

German Sanchez

Christopher Joseph
The University of Trinidad and Tobago

Ulises Sanchez Apolican

Hyejin Ko
LG Water Solutions

Rhoderick Selassa

Curtis Laurent
Edson Leonora

Hector Uribe
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CaribDA Upcoming Events
16 October 2017
CaribDA Pre-Conference Workshop at CWWA Conference
“Renewable Energy Desalination and Reduced Energy Tunable Deionization”
CWWA 26th Annual Conference & Exposition 16-20 October 2017
Guyana Marriott Hotel
Georgetown, Guyana
29 May – 1 June 2018
CaribDA 2018 Biennial Conference & Expo.
“New Initiatives on Integrated Water Resource Management”
Santa Barbara Beach & Golf Resort
Curaçao

Visit CaribDA online for upcoming events at www.caribda.com/calendar

Click image for more information on this event

IDA Updates
By: Shawn Meyer-Steele, H2OProfessionals, LLC
Featured IDA Event
IDA 2017 World Congress
The International Desalination Association
(IDA) World Congress 2017 on Water Reuse
and Desalination “Ensure Your Water Future”
will be held in São Paulo, Brazil on October 15
-20, 2017. For more information on the
congress, please click on the following link:
http://wc.idadesal.org/world-congress/
IDA is excited to announce that the Call for
Papers is now open and invites you to submit
an extended abstract to be considered for
presentation at the World Congress Technical
Program. The Congress theme is “Ensure
Your Water Future”, underscoring the
growing importance of water reuse and
desalination to ensuring a sustainable water
supply as we face challenges of increasing
water scarcity, climate change and an overall
global growing demand for water. Learn more
on how to submit your abstract at http://
wc.idadesal.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/
IDA17W_CfPs-Web.pdf

Upcoming IDA & IDA Sponsored
Events
The Nomination Period for 2017-2019
Board of Directors Election (Term 18) Is
Now Open

Schedule:
Nomination start date
Nomination close date

June 6, 2017
July 26, 2017

Voting for the 2017-2019 Board of
Directors Election Opens

August 9, 2017

Voting for the 2017-2019 IDA Board
of Directors Election Closes

September 27, 2017

Results Announced and Posted

October 1, 2017

Nominations:
All persons who have been continuous active
members in the IDA since June 6, 2016 are
eligible to stand for election. One of the major
criteria in considering candidates is their ability
to provide leadership and make significant
positive contributions to IDA. Candidates
should be knowledgeable about IDA's mission
and policies and be prepared to assist in
further developing IDA's vision, programs and
services. In addition, they should be prepared
to dedicate a significant amount of time to
their duties should they be elected; for
example, directors are expected to prepare
for and attend two board meetings per year,
actively participate in IDA's committees,
undertake special assignments and respond
promptly to communications from Committee
Chairpersons and IDA Headquarters.
All nominations should be sent to the IDA
office to the attention of IDA Secretary
General, Ms. Patricia A. Burke, at
paburke@idadesal.org. Current directors who

wish to stand for re-election should email
Patricia Burke prior to July 25, 2017.
For information on candidate eligibility,
regional representation, and elections please
visit the IDA webpage at www.idadesal.org.
CaribDA/IDA members are urged to nominate
themselves for the regional director seat.

2017-2019 IDA Young Leaders
Program Committee – Nomination
Period Has Begun
We're looking for young professionals who
want to be part of this exciting initiative by
serving on the Young Leaders Program
Committee. This Committee consists of five
Regional Coordinators representing Europe,
North America, the Middle East/Africa, Latin
America/Caribbean, and Pacific Asia, plus five
Special Technical Coordinators. Both the
Regional and Special/Technical Coordinators
shall be self-nominated from existing IDA
members who have been continuous active
IDA members for one year and are 35 years of
age or younger at the start of the membership
year (July 1). The nomination period for the
2017-2019 Committee is June 6, 2017 - July
26, 2017.
For more information about the YLP and the
Committee Election, please visit the YLP
dedicated website, www.idaylp.org , or contact
Nancy Pagels at npagels@idadesal.org.
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Our Mission

Our Vision

Our Region

The Caribbean Desalination Association
(CaribDA), is committed to the development
and promotion of the appropriate use of
desalination, desalination technology and
water reuse in the Caribbean region in
particular. We endeavor to achieve these
goals by sharing desalination experiences,
late st technologica l a nd reg ional
advancements, knowledge, resources and
best practices. We will focus the region on all
new opportunities available to promote
efficient and cost effective solutions for
desalination and water reuse and to achieve
highest reliability and water quality.

To be the Caribbean platform where
members can share experiences, knowledge
and resources on desalination, desalination
technology or water reuse and to promote
its appropriate use. This, to contribute to the
social and economic development of the
Caribbean region and to increase the quality
of life of inhabitants of the Caribbean and to
contribute to the safeguarding of our
environment.

CaribDA primarily represents the Greater
Caribbean, which includes all the islands’
members in the Caribbean and their
neighboring countries. We seek to serve
larger zones of countries that border the
Greater Caribbean, such as those on the
Atlantic and Caribbean coasts of Venezuela,
Columbia, Mexico and Florida.

Board of Directors
EXECUTIVE OFFICERS
Member

Term

John David Thompson 2016-2018
(President)

Company

Phone

Email

Desalination Company of
Trinidad and Tobago Limited

868-636-3725

john.thompson@desalcott.com

Manuel Pereira
(Vice President)

2016-2018

mpereira@aqualectra.com

Paul Choules
(Treasurer)

2016-2018

281-687-7651

pchoules@water-cycle.co

David Maingot
(Secretary)

2016-2018

310-283-7476

david.maingot@pwtchemicals.com

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Member

Term

Company

Phone

Email

Monica Boodhan
Jerry Matteo
Shawn Meyer-Steele
Karlene Singh
Lauren Thomas

2016-2018
2016-2018
2016-2018
2016-2018
2016-2018

The University of Trinidad & Tobago
Water Tech Sales and Consulting, Inc.

868-642-8888
787-601-6699
305-859-2329
345-945-4277
813-818-4090

monicaboodhan@gmail.com
jjmatteo@watertechgroup.com
smsteele@h2oprofessionals.com
ksingh@cwco.com
lthomas@7seaswater.com

Consolidated Water Co. Ltd.
Seven Seas Water Corporation

CaribDA Newsletter
The Publications & Communications Committee invites you
to contribute to the newsletter in the following ways:


Share your desalination and water reuse experiences




Have your company or plant featured

Promote your company and products through advertising


Join our Committee!

Contact ksingh@cwco.com or publications@caribda.com

2409 SE Dixie Hwy
Stuart, FL 34996 USA
Phone: 772-781-8507
Fax: 772-463-0860
Email: publications@caribda.com
Web: www.caribda.com

